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This, however, was but the preliminary step to one much
greater. In the year 1657, when Ferdinand was forty-seven
there was formed under his patronage by his talented brother
Prince Leopold the celebrated Accademia del Cimcnto
(Academy of Experiment), the first society for experiments
in natural science ever formed in Europe, and one which be-
came the model for all those subsequently established in
England, France, and other countries, and this new Academy
held its first meeting on the i6th June 1657 in the Grand
Ducal palace, presided over by its founder, Prince Leopold
de' Medici, then forty years old. Truly the Pitti Palace,
honoured as it is by all artists for its magnificent picture-
gallery, should be no less honoured by all scientists as the
building in which originated this notable event in the world
of Science. The Royal Society of England was not incorpo-
rated until 1663, and the French Academy of Science not
until 1666; so that Florence in this matter also, as in
former days it had done in Learning, and as it had done
in Art, led the way. And prominent as had been the leader-
ship of the Medici as to Learning, and as to Art, in neither
of these was it so directly marked as in this case of Science.
Prince Leopold, both as an earnest pupil of Galileo, and on
account of his own proficiency in science, was chosen by the
new society as the proper man to lead it as its President.

And very ably he did so. At its first meeting the society
ruled that its fundamental law should be that no special
school of philosophy or system of science should be adopted
by it, and that it bound itself "to investigate nature by the
pure light of experimental facts''; also that the society should
be open to all talent, and that the privilege of selecting the
experiments to be made should lie with the President. It
adopted as its motto, Provando e Riprovando. Magalotti was
chosen as its secretary; and on the walls of the entrance hall
of the present National Library (in the Uffizi building) are
to be seen the portraits of the distinguished men who were
the first members of this famous society.60